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Statement

The above mentioned NGOs, working toward the realization of gender
equality for women and girls as a means to establish secure and healthy societies,
are happy to participate in the theme of financing for gender equality and the
empowerment of women.

Emphasizing that financing for girls’ equality with boys and for the
empowerment of girls is a basic and sound strategy for the implementation of all
human rights, as well as for achieving measurable progress on the theme of the
fifty-second session of CSW,

Reminding everyone that our present global reality continues to be
characterized by severe and pervasive violence and danger to the lives and well
being of girls on all continents. “Trafficking, smuggling, physical and sexual
exploitation and abduction, as well as the economic exploitation of children, even in
its worst forms, are daily realities for children in all regions of the world, while
domestic violence and sexual violence against women and children remain serious
problems.”! This state of vulnerability of girl children belies a commitment to full
gender equality. We can and must do better to reach universal human rights.

In an effort to make girls visible and make a world fit for girl children, We,

Recall that in the Beijing Platform for Action, Section L, governments called
attention to the need to overcome the gender stereotypes that exist in many societies
in order to allow girls to develop their full potential;

And that the 51st session of CSW acknowledged a lack of attention to girls in
policy and programme development and in resource allocation. CSW 51 urged
governments to “... give explicit attention to the girl child in budget processes at all
levels, including resource allocation and expenditure reviews, to ensure the
mobilization of sufficient resources for the elimination of all forms of
discrimination and violence against girls”;2

Furthermore CSW 51 recognized that the empowerment and participation of
girls is key to breaking the cycle of discrimination and violence experienced by the
girl child and urged governments to facilitate the participation of girl children in all
matters that affect their lives;’

And in A World Fit for Children, the governments of the world declared they
were “determined to eliminate all forms of discrimination against the girl child
throughout her life cycle and to provide special attention to her needs in order to
promote and protect all her human rights, including the right to be free from
coercion and from harmful practices and sexual exploitation.”' They further
promised to “promote gender equality and equal access to basic social services, such
as education, nutrition, and health care, including sexual and reproductive
healthcare, vaccinations, and protection from diseases representing the major causes
of mortality, and will mainstream a gender perspective in all development policies
and programmes;”’

N

General Assembly resolution S-27/2, annex.
Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2007, Supplement No. 7 (E/2007/27-
E/CN.6/2007/9).
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Those girl children who participated in the fifty-first session of CSW,
eloquently called our attention to special situations that require resource allocation
to alleviate human rights abuses. These included situations such as girls in extreme
poverty, girl child soldiers, exploited girl child laborers, girls who are trafficked and
sexually abused, girls sexually exploited within the family, girl victims of
HIV/AIDs, and girls with no access to basic education or health services;

Encouraged that those girl children who participated in the fifty-first session
of CSW created solutions-based presentations and returned to their communities
with work plans for improving the lives of girls;

Recalling with anticipation UNICEF’s launch of the “25 by 2005” Girls’
Education Campaign designed to keep its promise of achieving gender equality in
education. The campaign focuses the efforts required to enroll girls in school;
emphasizes achieving a measurable fulfillment of the Millennium Development
Goals; and targets government and donor partners who are part of key policy and
resource decision-making teams affecting the education of girls;

Emphasizing that adequate funding and evaluation are required to ensure
effective execution of programmes whether implemented through governments, in
partnership with UN agencies or organized by NGOs, and that such spending and
resource allocation realizes social benefits which will create an educated workforce,
a citizen body that can participate in democratic institutions and healthy individuals
who can strive toward the common good.

We therefore recommend that governments:

1. Institute effective and transparent measurement of previously set goals
and targets related to the girl child. Targets can be found in documents including the
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Beijing Platform for Action, Section L;
MDG #2 and MDG # 3; Education for All; A World Fit for Children, Plan of Action;
and CEDAW.

2. Develop comprehensive education strategies that will allocate
dependable funding for universal education for all with particular attention to the:

* Prioritization of girls’ education in rural areas and poverty afflicted regions;

* Development of pedagogy and methodology that is gender and age
appropriate;

* Provision of education infrastructure appropriate to girls including improved
sanitation and latrines; and

* Mentoring programmes for girls in skill development and training.

3. Develop gender-responsive budgeting that explicitly allocates monies
for:

* Girls’ health programs, including adolescent and HIV/AIDS issues;

* Programs to end the trafficking of girls for labor and for sexual exploitation;
and

* Programs to end all forms of violence against the girl child, including female
genital mutilation, incest, prenatal sex selection and infanticide.
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4.  Create processes and venues in policy and decision-making bodies where the
voices of children, particularly of girl children, will be heard. Girl children can
make contributions in:

* education methods and structures
* poverty reduction

* child soldiering

* HIV/AIDs

* reproductive health

* child abuse

« trafficking

5.  Ensure policy makers have access to national research data that is
disaggregated by gender and age so that they can make appropriate resource
allocations.

We recommend that international and multilateral sources of financing for
gender equality

Integrate funding for girls and women throughout the lifecycle when allocating
funds for gender equality.

We recommend that UN agencies and NGOs

1.  Integrate a lifecycle approach in all gender related programmes, policies
and initiatives.

2. Engage in action that draws the attention of governments to the promises
made for girls’ human rights and demand government accountability and evaluation.

3.  Ensure that girls are partners in identifying their own needs and in
developing, planning, implementing and assessing policies and programmes to meet
these needs.

We, the here-signed NGOs, are ready to engage in partnership with all states
parties, all UN agencies, especially with UNICEF, to make the world fit for the girl
child. We look for strong policy and determined implementation from this 52nd
session of CSW.
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